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WORKSHOP
Mobile Food Service Operations

February 22, 2011

The Board of County Commissioners met for a Workshop on Tuesday, February 22, 2011, at 1:30 p.m.
to discuss a proposed ordinance for Mobile Food Service Operations.

Present were Chairman John Dailey, Vice Chairman Akin Akinyemi, and Commissioners Jane Sauls,
Bill Proctor, Kristin Dozier, Nick Maddox and Bryan Desloge. Also present were County Administrator
Parwez Alam, County Attorney Herb Thiele and Board Secretary Rebecca Vause.

Chairman Dailey called the workshop to order at 1:30 p.m.

Facilitator(s): Vince Long, Deputy County Administrator
David McDevitt, Growth and Environmental Management (GEM) Director

Mr. Long stated that the Workshop was being held to provide information to the Board on the
regulation of mobile food service operations. He acknowledged that mobile food service operations
(MFSO) has evolved either through economic conditions or through the influence of social media and
that the proposed ordinance, while embracing the industry, provides for the health and welfare of
residents.

The workshop was turned over to Mr. McDevitt, who introduced other workshop participants: Bryan
Culpepper, Development Services Director; Sheila Williams and Scott Brockmeier, GEM Planners.
Mr. McDevitt shared that the mobile food industry phenomena is being driven by social media, i.e.,
Twitter and Facebook and reduced start up costs have also contributed to their emergence.

Mr. Culpepper utilized a power point presentation to provide background and analysis of the
information. (A copy of the presentation is included.) He shared the County began receiving
complaints in 1994 about lunch vendors and wagons on county right of ways and a Guidance
Memorandum defining a “mobile lunch wagon” was established. Nine criteria were developed to define
the mobile lunch wagon operation. In 2009 a new regulatory Guidance Memorandum was issued,
which included re-classifying and redefining MFSOs.

Mr. Culpepper’s presentation included:

 The method of regulation currently utilized by State Agencies, i.e., Business and Professional
Regulation, Division of Hotels and Restaurants;

 Potential issues of local concern with the mobile food units;
 An analysis of regulations utilized by other Florida Counties;
 Photos of local mobile food operations at existing commercial sites;
 An overview of the proposed ordinance, and
 Impacts of social media on the operations.

In conclusion, he provided that staff recommends that the Guidance Memorandum be revised and
implemented as a land development regulation as reflected in the proposed ordinance. He added that
the proposed Ordinance will provide the following MFSO criteria;

1. The operation is located within a zoning district allowing any of the following uses: restaurant;
retail food service; or, eating and drinking places;

2. The operation is contained within a motor vehicle or a trailer that requires a mobile vehicle to
tow it;

3. The vehicle or trailer is not affixed to a permanent structure or affixed to the ground with tie-
downs, anchors, piers, pilings or a foundation;
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4. The operation is entirely self-contained, meaning that it does not utilize the physical
infrastructure of an external utility provider or external sanitary sewer facilities;

5. Hours of operation are between sunrise and sunset;
6. The vehicle or trailer is not located on the same site for more than twelve (12) consecutive

hours at a time;
7. The vehicle or trailer is not located in the right-of-way;
8. The operation only sells produce or food products; and,
9. The operation shall not be located on a vacant or undeveloped parcel.

Board Discussion:

Commissioner Desloge discussed with Mr. McDevitt the issuance of temporary use permits for special
event activities in the community such as the Highlands Games, Bradley’s Country Days, etc.
Commissioner Desloge also commented on possible establishment of a park type setting to house the
MFSO on a more permanent location (to include some infrastructure) and suggested that an area in
the City such as Midtown might be an appropriate setting for such an endeavor. He also suggested
that the sunrise to sunset provision be discussed further.

Commissioner Dozier established that the proposed ordinance would allow the types of establishments
as mentioned by Commissioner Desloge. She too expressed concerns about the sunrise/sunset
provision and suggested that this be reconsidered.

Commissioner Akinyemi ascertained that the City does not currently have an ordinance to regulate
MFSOs and likely would consider the proposed ordinance a countywide regulation. Commissioner
Akinyemi cautioned a “one size fits all” concept and stressed the importance of input from the industry
prior to finalization of the ordinance.

Commissioner Dozier followed up with staff on a number of issues. She questioned and received
clarification on what would “trigger” a parcel to a site and development plan review and the
“grandfather” clause for small-scale food service operations. Commissioner Dozier opined that the
ordinance was a good way to go, however, recommended the elimination of the sunrise to sunset
provision and allow for flexibility in the number of hours a vehicle or trailer can be located on the
same site (suggested 18 hours).

Commissioner Dozier moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Desloge, to approve Option 1, as
amended: Accept the staff report and presentation on the workshop on a Proposed Ordinance for Mobile
Food Service Operations, and direct staff to proceed with the adoption process for the proposed
Ordinance, with the deletion of hours of operation between sunrise and sunset (item 5) and extend more
flexibility to the number of hours a vehicle or trailer can be located on the same site (item 6).

Commissioner Akinyemi requested that the ratification include input from vendors into the final
ordinance.

Chairman Dailey thanked staff for the excellent presentation. He established with staff that the new
provisions would not preclude the neighborhood “lemonade stand” or preclude vendors from selling
boiled peanuts, watermelons, etc. from undeveloped parcels on the roadside. Chairman Dailey
reiterated the need for continued conversation on what is an appropriate timeframe for a MFSO to
have to move, when all other aspects of the LDR are being complied with.

The motion to approve Option 1, as amended carried 7-0.
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